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o Abstract:

This study presents a rare commemorative Abbasid dirham minted in Madinat
Al-Salam in 196AH., which records the conflict between Al-Amin and Al-Ma'mun,
sons of Caliph Harun al-Rashid. The dirham, which weighs 2.86 grams and measures
22 mm in diameter, is in the collection of Yahya Ja’afar in the United Arab Emirates
and has not been published or studied yet.

The study scientifically and accurately describes the dirham in terms of general
form and inscriptions. It analyzes and discusses those inscriptions in light of the political
and military conditions of Caliph Al-Amin and his conflict with his brother Al-Ma'mun
from accession to the Abbasid Caliph in 193AH./ 808AD. to minting the dirham under
study in 196AH. To highlight the rarity and significance of this dirham, the study
categorizes the discovered dirhams minted in Madinat Al-Salam by Caliph Al-Amin into
eight types, compares the investigated dirham to the fifth type minted in 196AH., and
compares the investigated dirham to another one minted in Madinat Al-Salam in 195AH.
exhibited on the Zeno website with the same inscription on the reverse, i.e., “Li-‘Abd
Allah w’Aminh” instead of “Mimma amr bi-hi ‘Abd Allah al-Amin”.

The study concluded that the dirham under study minted in 196AH. was a rare
commemorative Abbasid dirham with no published similar dirham yet. The dirham
recorded the political and military conflict between Al-Amin and Al-Ma'mun,
demonstrating the deteriorated conditions of Al-Amin and favoring Al-Ma'mun in
195-196AH./ 810-811AH. Consequently, Al-Amin minted commemorative dirhams
in the aforementioned years and inscribed “Li-‘Abd Allah w’Aminh” to denote such
deteriorated conditions and a feeling of the lost legal right to govern because coins
served as Caliphate regalia. Moreover, Al-Amin did not inscribe “Mimma amr bi-hi
‘Abd Allah al-Amin” on these commemorative dirhams to declare his legal right of
minting as Amir al-Mu'minin (Commander of the Faithful). The study is an addition
to the Islamic dirhams, in general, and the Abbasid ones, in particular.

Keywords: Dirham, Abbasid, Commemorative, Madinat Al-Salam, Al-Amin,
Al-Ma'mun.
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